Tuni Shartner is a growth strategist with
proficiencies in community building, branding,
digital marketing, PR and SEO, as well as
program and event planning/development/
management with a special affinity towards
helping existing small businesses grow. Tuni cofounded The Hive RI, as well as the community
based economic development initiative at the Mill
at Lafayette, served as the inaugural director of
Innovate Newport, and was a founding mentor of
VMS of RI (now RI Hub's Venture Mentoring
Service).

Elizabeth Catucci is President/CEO of The
Northern RI Chamber of Commerce and is
charged with carrying out the Chamber’s mission.
She develops external relationships to bene t the
economy and community at the state and local
levels. Liz also oversees the Chamber’s advocacy
e orts at the State House for the Chamber and the
Rhode Island Chamber Coalition.

Elaine Dickson is a Certi ed Fraud Examiner
(CFE), DEI Consultant, success strategist, and
business advisor and the founder and CEO of
Mavenly Consultants LLC, a consulting rm
providing CFO level strategy, nance, plus
accounting services to help small and mid-sized
companies succeed.
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Cristina Feden is Senior Vice President,
Regional President for Eastern Connecticut,
and Rhode Island at Berkshire Bank. Prior to
her current role, Cristina was an SVP
Commercial Lending with Savings Institute
Bank.

Sterling Clinton-Spellman is an entrepreneur,
visionary. coach, consultant, speaker, 3x
bestselling author, mentor, wife, mother,
Producer of POLISHED Con: The Ultimate
Personal Development Experience and founder
of the Re ne, Lead and Pro t Incubator. She has
partnered with over 180 speakers and is the
author of four books.

Alyssa Knapp, MS CEP is the owner and
operator of Integrative Wellness Journeys. Alyssa
helps parents and entrepreneurs prioritize selfcare by teaching how to master mindset, energy
& well-being to feel less stress, more calm and
greater joy everyday.

Susan E. Murray has been SEED Corporation’s
Executive Director since 2019. Sue has 30 years of
experience in commercial and community
banking. Before joining SEED, Sue served as Senior
Vice President and Underwriting Manager for
Business Banking with Citizens Financial Group.

Angela Laperriere is the Assistant Vice
President, Business Assistance Manager &
Lending Officer for SEED Corporation. Angie is
a lender for SEED’s small loan and SBA 504
programs and is responsible for the business
development for all programs. In addition, she
underwrites SEED’s small loans and SBA
Community Advantage program.

Katie Schibler Conn is the founder of Kick Some
Ass Marketing (KSA) with decades of experience
in marketing spanning global giants such as
PepsiCo and PlayStation, workforce and
economic development, as well as manufacturing
and start-up organizations. She is a Forbes
Agency Council member, a Goldman Sachs 10k
Small Business Alumna, and has bagged
numerous awards under her belt..
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Maureen Ewing joined the Rhode Island
Department of State in 1993. Since 2006 she
has served as the Director of the Business
Services Division overseeing Business Filings,
Uniform Commercial Code (UCC), Trademark/
Service Mark and Notary Public.
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Jamie Chapman, the owner of Chickbook
Creative, is a Creative Consultant in business
and life, supporting small to medium-sized
female businesses owners. She brings 25
years of experience in systems, processes,
accountability, leadership, and project
management. Jamie has a multifaceted
approach to problem-solving with extensive
knowledge in executive functioning, habit
formation, and understanding the mind of an
entrepreneur.

Nicole Eller is the co-founder of The Spark Social, a
rm specializing in social media marketing. Nicole
Nicole is on a mission to help other entrepreneurs and
small business owners navigate the noisy and
crowded social media landscape. She brings the
SPARK to social media marketing campaigns for her
clients. Nicole is past president of the board for AMPRI, an organization that serves marketing professionals
in and around Rhode Island.

Shannon Dalton Giordano, is a client-focused
digital media marketing entrepreneur with over
fteen years of experience helping small
business owners and entrepreneurs build a
community of engaged followers on social
media. With Serendipity Social Media, she
works with clients to understand their tone of
voice, create an e ective social media strategy,
share killer content, and have fun doing it.

Diane Fournaris is State Director for the Rhode
Island Small Business Development Center
(RISBC) at the University of Rhode Island. Prior to
joining the RISBDC, she worked in the
communications eld as Public Relations Director
for the Institute for Operations Research and the
Management Sciences, Marketing Director for a
municipal redevelopment authority; and owner of
Communications Concepts, a public relations
agency.

Kristen Cordeiro serves as Deputy Director of
Business Services with the Rhode Island
Department of State. In this role, Kristen works
with entrepreneurs and seasoned business
owners alike to help them navigate the
sometimes complex business environment in
Rhode Island. Her focus is on community
outreach, resource development and customer
service.

Carmen Diaz-Jusino is the Vice President,
Community Development O cer for
BankNewport. Before joining BankNewport,
Carmen was the Strategic Initiative O cer/
Economic Security at the Rhode Island
Foundation. She formerly served in numerous
roles over 12 years at the Center for Women &
Enterprise, Inc.

Doris De Los Santos is the Rhode Island
Director of the Center for Women & Enterprise.
Doris has over 20 years of experience in
organizational and business process
improvement, project management, service
delivery, compliance and procurement, as well as
in fundraising and development.

